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 2013 National Conference 
World Congress Center  

Atlanta, Georgia 
Monday June 24, 2013  

7:00 a.m. 
 

Minutes 

I. Call to Order (E. Cooney) 
 
The meeting was called to order by the Chair, E. 
Cooney, at 7:04 a.m. The agenda was distributed to the 
attendees.  
 
The meeting began with an introduction of all in 
attendance. 
 
The 23 attendees were: 
Nasser Alaraje – Michigan Technology University 
Austin Asgill - SPSU 
Ken Burbank – Purdue University 
Elaine Cooney – IUPUI 
Mike Eastman – RIT 
Rasoul Esfahani – DeVry University 
William Evans – University of Toledo 
Ike Flory – Old Dominion University 
Vladimir Genis – Drexel University 
John Hackworth – Old Dominion University 
Saeed Khan – Kansas State University-Salina   
Ron Land - Penn State University 
Jim Lookadoo – Pittsburg State University  
Heidar Malki – University of Houston 
Florian Misoc – SPSU 
Jay Porter - TAMU 
Roy Pruett – Bluefield State College 
Ron Rockland – New Jersey Institute of Technology 
Susan Scachitti – Purdue Calumet  
Gary Steffen - IPFW 
Scott Segalewitz – University of Dayton 
Robert Weissbach – PSU Erie 



C.P. Yeh – Wayne State University 
 

II. Approval of Minutes (G. Steffen) 
 
The minutes were distributed by G. Steffen. Approval 
of the minutes of the February 8, 2013 meeting at CIEC 
in Phoenix, Arizona was obtained by E. Cooney. 
 

III. Treasurer’s Report (J. Porter) 
 
J. Porter distributed the account balances. The 
association has $6370.36 cash on hand. Since the 
February 8, 2013 meeting, the association received 
$386.46 in dues and $1.46 in interest. The association 
paid out $1107.07 in support of the mini-grant and 
CTAA travel costs. The Treasurer’s Report was moved 
and accepted. 
 

IV. Membership Update (J. Porter) 
 
J. Porter distributed the current active membership 
list for the association. The current membership is 
61.  The overall membership continues to be lower than 
previous years. Membership last year had been 74 and 
the previous two years had been 84.  
 
The association members discussed several ways to 
increase membership.  It was suggested that EMAILs be 
sent to the ASEE Department Head list and the ASEE 
Representatives list. It was noted that membership 
from the various DeVry locations dropped sharply. J. 
Porter will check for the suggested lists and check 
contact information on former members. 
 
J. Porter suggested sending out a small (couple of 
paragraphs) newsletter twice a year.  This newsletter 
would be used to keep the association relevant in the 
minds of its members and could be used to solicit new 
membership. It was determined that the association   
Chair would send a newsletter biannually. 
 



V. Bylaw Changes (E. Cooney/R. Land) 

E. Cooney passed out the proposed bylaw changes. These 
bylaw changes were previously distributed to the 
membership via EMAIL in accordance to the bylaws. E. 
Cooney addressed each of the changes being sought. 

The first proposed change moved the responsibilities 
of the mini-grant from the Chair to the Chair-Elect. 
This would allow for more continuity in the mini-grant 
process. The motion was moved, seconded, and passed. 

The second proposed change was the creation of a new 
executive position “Director of the Assessment Exam”. 
The Director of the Assessment Exam would be 
responsible for overseeing the management of the 
Association’s outcome-based assessment examination.   
The Director would be the Association’s advocate when 
working with the test proctoring service and other 
exam partners.  The Director would be responsible for 
maintaining the question database and organizing the 
update and expansion of database questions.   The 
Director would also maintain statistics associated 
with the exam.  The motion was moved, seconded, and 
passed. 

The third proposed change was making minor editorial 
changes to correct errors in text found in the bylaws.  
The motion was moved, seconded, and passed. 

G. Steffen was instructed to finalize the changes to 
the bylaws and provide them to J. Porter for posting 
on the association website. 

VI.  Assessment Exam(E. Cooney) 
 
R. Land gave a brief history of the assessment exam 
and distributed a flyer about the exam. In 2007 
members of the ECETDHA indicated their widespread 
desire for a quality assessment tool.  Initial funding 
of $75,000 was obtained from the IEEE to develop this 
tool. Over that following year and a half 20-30 
people, along with representatives of the SME, met to 



develop the assessment exam. In spring 2009, the first 
round of beta exams were given.  Since that time, 
there has been limited updates to the exam. The exam 
needs to be updated with new questions, old questions 
removed and the exam advertised. In the long term, 
more students need to take the exam for it to survive. 

 The following questions were answered by R. Land:  

a.  What will be the roll of the new director of 
assessment? 
The new director will spearhead the refreshing of 
the database questions.  The director will need to 
gather a team to review and develop questions, work 
with SME to update and advertise the exam, and 
perform continued maintenance on the exam. This 
mostly can be done by EMAIL and on the phone. 

b. Do you hear any complaints about not having an exam 
for each program? 
No, but we do hear complaints about who should pay 
the cost. The department or the student has to pick 
up the cost of the exam.  We have some students 
paying for the exam in the price of course they 
take. 

c. Have we considered making this for both 2 and 4 year 
programs? How about expanding the exam? 
The association initially thought about this. We 
ultimately decided to focus on a core exam with 
plans to expand later.  

d. Do we have any scoring information about the exam? 
Since this is an assessment exam, scores are not 
that important. The exam is just looking for areas 
for improvement. 

e. Why does ABET not recognize the exam? 
ABET really does not know about the exam and 
typically would not care.  They are concerned with 
the assessment of the program.  The exam is just a 
tool to be used for assessment and is not a 



requirement.  For example, engineering programs use 
the FE exam but ABET does not make it a requirement. 

f. Can we make this a certificate? 
We do give a certificate with signatures but the 
assessment exam is not a certification.  To make it 
a certification, we would need the endorsement of an 
organization like the IEEE.  We do not have enough 
people taking the exam to support a certification. 

M. Eastman indicated that they make the test optional 
and look for volunteers. They have 8-12 students per 
year take the exam.  The students are enticed with 
door prizes to take the exam.  The students would 
prefer to take the exam at another time besides their 
busy senior year. 

VII.  Office Elections (E. Cooney) 
 
E. Cooney indicated that we needed to elect the 
positions of Director of the Assessment Exam, Chair-
Elect and Treasurer of the association. 
 
R. Land was asked if he would like to serve as the 
Director of the Assessment Exam.  He respectfully 
declined indicating that we need a new perspectives in 
the position.  There were no nominations from the 
floor.  E. Cooney, following this meeting, will become 
Past-Chair and assume the duty of identifying an 
individual for the position. 
 
Nominations were sought for Chair-Elect.  There were 
no nominations from the floor but M. Eastman expressed 
interest.  E. Cooney will follow up with M. Eastman 
about seeking the position. 
 
Nominations were sought for Treasurer. J. Porter 
graciously agreed to continue as Treasurer. He was 
elected unanimously.   
 

VIII. Mini-Grant (V. Genis) 



A call for new mini-grants will take place following 
this annual conference.  The grant(s) will be awarded 
no later than November and will be announced at CIEC 
2014 in Savannah GA. 

IX. Report on IEEE CETAA Activities (E. Cooney) 

IEEE has sufficient numbers of PEVs but there is 
always a need for more PEVs from government and 
industry. The membership is encouraged to promote this 
need to those on your advisory boards or in your 
institution. 

ABET is now doing all the training of PEVs with the 
IEEE in a supporting role.   

CETAA is looking for endorsement on what math should 
be requirement for both two and four year programs.  

The IEEE Educational Resource committee is supporting 
global initiatives. E. Cooney attended this first 
meeting. They will be producing online resources and 
training for department chairs. This would include 
resources like dealing with faculty and budgets. There 
is also a group of students from Turkey who received a 
seed grant for recording mini lectures on difficult 
subjects in their own language. The committee seemed 
interested in our mini-grant. 

X. Comments for the Good and Welfare of the Association 
(E. Cooney) 
 
K. Burbank expressed the associations gratitude to E. 
Cooney for being Chair for the past two years and for 
V. Genis now assuming the Chair position. 
 
The National Forum will take place at 4:30PM today. 
 

A comment was made that the national trend was the 
disappearance of 2 + 2 programs.  M. Eastman suggested 
we talk with our two year schools to find out more 
information.  



XI. Adjournment of Business Meeting (E. Cooney) 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:22am. Next meeting is 
in Savannah, Georgia at CIEC 2014 on February 7, 2014 
at 8:00am-9:30am 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
 
Gary D Steffen 
Secretary 

 



     ECETDHA 
   STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 
    June 17, 2013 – February 5, 2014 
 
 
 
BALANCE IN BANK, June 17, 2013       $  5648.95 
 
MEMBERSHIP DUES RECEIVED 
  July, 2013   $  140.00 

November, 2013  $  945.00 
December, 2013  $  385.00 
January, 2014   $  105.00 

 
 
 
  Total Dues Received    $ 1575.00 
 
INTEREST RECEIVED 

June, 2013        $  0.68 
September, 2013  $  0.63 
December 2013   $  0.70 

 
 
  Total Interest Received    $ 2.01  
 
TOTAL CASH RECEIVED          $ 1577.01 
 
TOTAL CASH AVAILABLE          $7225.96 
 
 
DISBURSEMENTS 
 

Elaine Cooney, IEEE CTAA Trip   $ 798.29 
 
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS         $  798.29 
 
CASH ON HAND, February 5, 2014        $ 6427.67 
 



2013-2014 Membership (48 Active Members) 
We are down by 13 members from the same time last year. 
 

Alfred - SUNY, NY                
Augusta Technical College, GA  
Bluefield State College, WV 
Buffalo State College, NY               
California University of PA  
Chattanooga State Tech. C.C., TN 
DeVry University - Long Beach, CA 
DeVry University - Phoenix 
DeVry University - Tinley Park, IL 
Drexel University, PA   
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical Univ., FL  
Excelsior College, NY 
Grambling State University, LA 
IPFW 
Iowa Western Community College 
Kansas State University - Salina 
Lorain Cty. Community College, OH 
Louisiana Tech University 
Macomb Community College, MI 
Michigan Technological University 
Milwaukee Area Technical College, WI 
Milwaukee School of Engineering 
NJIT 
NYIT 
North Carolina A&T University 
Northern Michigan University 
Old Dominion University, VA 
Penn State - Brandywine 
Penn State - New Kensington 
Pittsburg State University, KS 
Purdue University - Calumet 
Purdue University - West Lafayette 
Queensborough Comm. College, NY 
Rochester Institute of Technology 
San Diego City College 
Sinclair Community College, OH 
Southern Polytechnic State University, GA                        
Texas A&M Univ.- College Station 
Union County College, NJ 
University of Dayton, OH 
University of Houston   

University of Maine 
University of North Texas 
University of Southern Mississippi  
University of Toledo 
Vermont Technical College 
Wayne State University, MI 
Weber State University, UT                  
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