
Electrical and Computer Engineering Technology Department Heads’ 

Association (ECETDHA) 

 2014 National Conference 

Indiana Convention Center  

Indianapolis, Indiana 

Monday June 16, 2014  

7:00 a.m. 

 

Minutes 

I. Call to Order (V. Genis) 

 

The meeting was called to order by the Chair, V. Genis, at 

7:09 a.m. The agenda was distributed to the attendees.  

 

The meeting began with an introduction of all in 

attendance. 

 

The 15 attendees were: 

Austin Asgill – SPSU 

Walt Buchanan - TAM 

Ken Burbank – Purdue University 

Elaine Cooney – IUPUI 

Rasoul Esfahani – DeVry University 

Vladimir Genis – Drexel University 

Chuck Hickman – ABET 

Saeed Khan – Kansas State University-Salina   

Ron Land - Penn State University 

Jim Lookadoo – Pittsburg State University  

Heidar Malki – University of Houston 

Jay Porter - TAMU 

Susan Scachitti – Purdue Calumet  

Gary Steffen - IPFW 

Scott Segalewitz – University of Dayton 

 

II. Approval of Minutes (G. Steffen)  

The minutes were distributed by G. Steffen. Approval of the 

minutes of the February 7, 2014 meeting at the CIEC conference 

in Savannah, Georgia was obtained by V. Genis. 

 

III. Treasurer’s Report (J. Porter) 

 



J. Porter distributed the account balances. The association 

has $6498.45 cash on hand. Since the February 7, 2014 

meeting, the association received $70.78 in dues and $0.78 

in interest. The association had no disbursement since the 

February meeting. The Treasurer’s Report was moved and 

accepted. 

 

Looking long term, the association averages about 50 

memberships annually.   At the current association 

membership dues of $35, the annual income would be 

$1,700.00.  The two trips to CETAA each year costs $1500. 

This would leave $200 annually to award to the mini-grant 

program.  

 

IV. Membership Update (J. Porter) 

 

J. Porter distributed the current active membership list 

for the association. The current membership is 50.  This is 

an increase of only 2 members since the February meeting in 

Savannah.  The overall membership continues to decline from 

84 members in 2011, 74 members in 2012 and 61 members in 

2013. The peak membership for the association was 93 

members. 

 

R. Land suggested that we have a brainstorming session to 

figure out what direction the association would like to 

move. He indicated that the last brainstorm session 

generated the ideas of the mini-grants and the assessment 

exam. Attendees suggested that the association look into 

the effectiveness of online learning, online laboratories 

and MOOCs as future topic areas. The association should 

also consider reaching out to other groups and countries 

like the Deans, Polytechnics, India, and Brazil.  

 

Action Item: V. Genis will setup a brainstorming conference 

call with all interested parties. An additional 

brainstorming session, alongside the traditional 

association meeting, will be planned for the CIEC 2015 

conference in Palm Springs, California.  

 



J. Porter reiterated the need to accept credit cards as 

payment for membership dues.  Credit cards will make it 

much easier for institutions to pay their dues.  The ASEE 

never responded to the inquiry about processing credit 

cards on behalf of the association.  

 

A suggestion was made to look into using a PayPal account. 

J. Porter did consider this but a PayPal account is 

attached to an individual and not an institution. This 

would be difficult to use since the person elected as 

treasurer changes periodically and some member institutions 

do not allow payments to PayPal. 

 

E. Cooney recommended checking with the IEEE. They might 

consider processing the credit cards.  The IEEE has been 

supportive of the association in the past. 

 

Action: E. Cooney will check with the IEEE to see if they 

can process the association membership dues via credit 

card.  She will also follow up with the IEEE about hosting 

the ECETDHA website.  

 

V. Office Elections (V. Genis) 

V. Genis distributed a list of officers along with excerpts 

from the association bylaws addressing officer elections.  

In accordance with the two year term policy of the bylaws, 

elections for Secretary, Two-Year Representative and Four-

Year Representative were to take place. Nominations for the 

three positions were opened. Gary Steffen was nominated and 

reelected as Secretary. Roy Pruett was nominated and 

reelected as Two-Year Representative. Mike Eastman was 

nominated and reelected as Four-Year Representative. Rasoul 

N. Esfahani was nominated and elected to assume the 

remaining term for the recently vacated position, Director 

of the Assessment Exam. 

 

The officers for 2014-2015 are: 

 

 Chair: Vladimir Genis from Drexel University (6/30/2013-

7/1/2015) 

 



 Chair-Elect: Heidar Malki from University of Houston 

(6/30/2013-7/1/2015) 

 Immediate Past Chair: Elaine Cooney from IUPUI 

(6/30/2013-7/1/2015) 

 Treasurer-Jay Porter from TAMU (6/30/2013-7/1/2015) 

 Secretary - Gary Steffen from IPFW (6/30/2012-7/1/2016) 

 Director of Assessment: Rasoul N Esfahani, from DeVry 

University (5/30/2014-7/1/2015) 

 Two-Year Representative: Roy Pruett from Bluefield State 

(6/30/2012-7/1/2016) 

 Four-Year Representative: Mike Eastman from RIT 

(6/30/2012-7/2016) 

 
Elections for Chair-Elect, Treasurer, and Director of 

Assessment will take place in the spring of 2015. 

 

R. Esfahani suggested that the bylaws be changed to include 

language on how to handle vacated executive positions.  

Another member suggested that the bylaws contain a 

statement(s) about the expectations of the executive 

members and their required attendance at both association 

meetings each year. 

Action Item: The executive committee will investigate 

changes to the bylaws addressing executive member 

involvement in meetings and the handling of vacated 

executive positions.      

  

VI. Assessment Exam(V. Genis) 

 

V. Genis reported that a conference call took place in 

February with Jaimie Christie (SME) and the newly elected 

Director of the Assessment Exam, Johannes Strobel, 

regarding the exam development and maintenance process. 

Following this call, the exam update initiative sat idle 

for several months. Johannes Strobel, resulting from a new 

job, resigned from the Director of the Assessment Exam. 

Rasoul N. Esfahani graciously volunteered to assume the 



position. Jaimie is working directly with Rasoul to bring 

him up to speed. 

 

Action Item: V. Genis will schedule another conference call 

with SME that will include himself, R. Esfahani and R. 

Land. The conference call will discuss updating the exam, 

publicizing the exam, and establishing a process of getting 

other association members involved. 

 

R. Land informed the group that he distributed information 

flyers about the assessment exam within the Indiana 

Convention Center.  

  

VII.  Mini-Grant (H. Malki) 

 

H. Malki conveyed that a conference call about the mini-

grant took place in February. The result of this call was a 

decision to make an official call for mini-grant 

applications. A call for applications was placed via EMAIL 

in March and April. There was one inquiry from a non-member 

but no applications were submitted.  H. Malki made an 

additional announcement at a conference this past spring 

that resulted in two mini-grant application submissions. 

The winner of the mini-grant was to be announced by June 1 

but we are a bit behind. 

 

Action Item: H. Malki will convene the executive committee 

via EMAIL/conference call to evaluate the mini-grants. A 

winner will be announced by July 1, 2014. 

 

S. Segalewitz reminded the group that we have established 

and proven procedures, developed by R. Land, for evaluating 

mini-grants.  

 

The question was raised “How much funding should be 

allotted for the current mini-grant cycle?” Both 

applications are asking the association for $1000.  That is 

the maximum amount that can be requested for under the 

mini-grant guidelines.  

  



Motion: The association for the spring 2014 mini-grant 

cycle should only award one grant at $1000 maximum.   The 

motion passed. 

   

A common theme, by meeting attendees, was to further 

promote the mini-grant to a wider audience. This will help 

increase the number of mini-grant applications and possibly 

generate additional membership within the association. One 

of the current mini-grant applicants came from an 

institution that was not previously an association member. 

 

Action Item: V. Genis will consult with the Journal of 

Engineering Technology (JET) about placing an advertisement 

in the journal. He will also check with similar groups 

(National Forum, METDHA, Etc.) about being included in the 

advertisement.  

 

A question was raised “Should we consider raising the 

membership dues to $50?” This would help generate more 

funds for the mini-grant.  The association did raise dues 

from $25 to $35 a few years back. This was about the same 

time membership began to decline.  The dues will remain at 

$35 with an emphasis of increasing the membership through 

offering more benefits and services to our members. 

 

VIII. Report on IEEE CETAA Activities (E. Cooney) 

E. Cooney reported that she did not attend the IEEE CETAA 

meeting. She is Past-Chair and the invite only goes to the 

current Chair of the ECETDHA. V. Genis, Chair, did not 

receive an invite. It is important that the association 

have a representative attend the meeting.  Hearing the 

results of the CETAA meetings is an important benefit of 

being an association member. The January meeting typically 

discusses performance results and selection of PEVs. The 

June meeting discusses program criteria.    

Action Item: E. Cooney will contact the IEEE to ensure that 

V. Genis is invited to the next CETAA meeting. 

The question was asked “Who pays for the Chair to attend 

the CETAA meetings?” The association typically pays $750 to 



attend the CETAA trip. This covers the airfare but not the 

hotel room.  The IEEE in the past paid for the hotel room 

but they have stopped.   

Action Item:  E. Cooney will speak with Bert Dicht, IEEE 

Director of University Relations, about the IEEE picking up 

the future cost of hotel at the CETAA meetings.   

E. Cooney is serving on the IEEE faculty development 

committee.  There is a need for lots of faculty development 

in India. The country is having difficulty finding teachers 

so they are hiring professors with only graduate degrees. 

The IEEE is working with India on getting this population 

trained. Mentoring is an important part of this and we are 

encouraged to get involved in the mentoring process.  E. 

Cooney has also reached out to the IEEE power society so ET 

students can be considered for future scholarships.  

IX. Comments for the Good and Welfare of the Association (V. 

Genis) 

 

Please make sure to attend the ET National Forum taking 

place today, Monday June 16, at 2:15pm in Room 243.  

 

X. Adjournment of Business Meeting (V. Genis) 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:37am. Next meeting is in 

Palm Springs, California at CIEC 2015 on Friday February 6, 

2015 at 1:30pm-3:00pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 
 

Gary D Steffen 

Secretary 

 



     ECETDHA 
   STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 
    February 5, 2014 – June 17, 2014 
 
 
 
BALANCE IN BANK, February 5, 2014       $  6427.67 
 
MEMBERSHIP DUES RECEIVED 
  June, 2014   $    70.00 
 
 
 
  Total Dues Received    $ 70.00 
 
INTEREST RECEIVED 

March, 2014        $     0.78 
 
  Total Interest Received    $   0.78  
 
TOTAL CASH RECEIVED         $    70.78 
 
TOTAL CASH AVAILABLE        $6498.45 
 
 
DISBURSEMENTS 
 
 
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS        $        0.00 
 
CASH ON HAND, June 17, 2014         $ 6498.45 
 



2013-2014 Membership (50 Active Members) 
We are down by 11 members from the same time last year. 
 

Alfred - SUNY, NY                
Augusta Technical College, GA  
Bluefield State College, WV 
Buffalo State College, NY               
California University of PA  
Chattanooga State Tech. C.C., TN 
DeVry University - Long Beach, CA 
DeVry University - Phoenix 
DeVry University - Tinley Park, IL 
Drexel University, PA   
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical Univ., FL  
Excelsior College, NY 
Grambling State University, LA 
IPFW 
IUPUI 
Iowa Western Community College 
Kansas State University - Salina 
Lorain Cty. Community College, OH 
Louisiana Tech University 
Macomb Community College, MI 
Michigan Technological University 
Milwaukee Area Technical College, WI 
Milwaukee School of Engineering 
NJIT 
NYIT 
North Carolina A&T University 
Northern Michigan University 
Old Dominion University, VA 
Penn State - Brandywine 
Penn State - New Kensington 
Pittsburg State University, KS 
Prairie View A&M University, TX 
Purdue University - Calumet 
Purdue University - West Lafayette 
Queensborough Comm. College, NY 
Rochester Institute of Technology 
San Diego City College 
Sinclair Community College, OH 
Southern Polytechnic State University, GA                        
Texas A&M Univ.- College Station 
Union County College, NJ 

University of Dayton, OH 
University of Houston   
University of Maine 
University of North Texas 
University of Southern Mississippi  
University of Toledo 
Vermont Technical College 
Wayne State University, MI 
Weber State University, UT                  
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